Appln. No.: 10/695,539 

Amendment Dated: April 22, 2008 

Reply to Office Action dated January 24, 2008 

Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1-7. (Canceled) 

8. (Currently Amended) A method for printing an indicium comprising: 

selecting a print resolution characteristic for at least a portion of the indicium: 

V - \ ^ V, ^ ^ \ 0 ^^st a portion of the indicium based on the 

.st!^'"' - -o"^ .as dcienstic. and 

pnnting indicium on a substrate, the at least a portion of the indicium being 

indicium including at least one symbol, the at least one symbol including resolution data 
that is indicative of the selected print resolution characteristic. 

9. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 8, wherein selecting a print 
resolution characteristic includes selecting a horizontal resolution factor and a vertical 
resolution factor. 

10. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 8, wherein pmt4ji§-aR - 

lRd4Glw^if^fedes^?%^fe§ the resolution data is.in encrypted form. 

1 1 . (Original) The method according to claim 8, wherein the at least one symbol is part 
of a barcode. 

12. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 8, o ^ ^v-^---^ \^ 
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-a the print resolution cho .^v" c^. is . 

seleciedj:>erfoFfR€(j feaseci l e a s t in paf^ef^aH!=esu}^-ef4}=^e-faF\xv>> v^x-^s 

13. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 8, wherein the ^ vO^ 

"'"^ .vv>. ^ V . ^0 ^ " o^-^^. -.o ^R-ejwelQ^e predetermined data. 

14. (Currently Amended) A method for verifying authenticity of an indicium comprising: 

examining the indicium to determine a fifs^print resolution characteristic used to 
printe d" at least a portion of the indicium; 

extracting at least one symbol included in the indicium, the at least one symbol 
specifying a n actual- se€0n4 print resolution characteristicjhat in4isat€s-a-FesQMi0R4fea4 
should have been used to print the at least a portion of the indicium; and 

comparing the iw^ — determined print resolution characteristic with the 
actuals e€efl4 print resolution characteristic to determine whether the determinedfa s^ 
print resolution characteristic matches the actyaissGOfM^ print resolution characteristic; 

^ V ^ - ^. ^ "^t >v vO v^v v^.m■3tches the a.ct^^^^ 

15. (Original) The method according to claim 14, wherein extracting at least one 
symbol includes reading a barcode that is part of the indicia. 

16. (Original) The method according to claim 15, wherein the barcode is a two- 
dimensional barcode. 

17. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 144^. wherein the indicium is 
a postage indicium. 

18. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 14, wherein the at least one 
SN r»Hv 0 \ V ^0 further comprising: 

decrypting the at least one symbol. 

19. (Currently Amended) A method of printing a postage indicium using a postage 
meter, the method comprising: 
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selecting a print resolution characteristic, , for , , at,, least, j,,,gortion,, of 
indicium based on predetermined data; 

- ' ^ ' ' '" ^n Ql the postage ind 

^ o . 0 . ^ \ V " V ^ ^ .-^ V. , and 

printing the postage indicium, the at least a portion of the postage indicium being 

iTStage indscu im inciuding data that indicates the selected print resojution 

20. (Original) The method according to claim 19, wherein the predetermined data 
includes at least one of a calendar date, a current day of the week, a state or province 
in which the postage meter is located, a postal zone in which the postage meter is 
located, a current value of a register of the postage meter, and a random process. 

21 . (Canceled). 

22. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1924, wherein the fesc>[ufeB 
data is in the form off 68f68^te#-#^ a barcode that is part of the postage indicia. 

23. (Currently Amended) A postage meter comprising: 

means for selecting a print resolution characteristic for at least a portion of a 
postage indicjum-feased-aR-at-least-ef^^-Q-fe -(afa cale^ ^\ ^ \ ^ ^^^'^e 

^ ' - o . c^v^ ^ ^ ' . - o on of the postage 

inc " .-^ .x\ o V \^ .x^^ .\ v-v ^ v^^-v to .'\^.^-'■■^ x,and 

print means, responsive to the means for transform inqseieelji^. for printing the 

postage. ind icium, the at least a portion of mea postage indicium 

tbg..i[;80g|QIfI!g.c[..sgu [gg...lQlg: X X X X X \ X 

including data that indicates ' ^ ^ jj. r^^"^ i o a v^tcrs c 
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24. (Canceled) 

25. (Currently Amended) The postage meter according to claim 2324, wherein the 

f8S0kd-t-k5fvdata is jn the form of fef j fe s e f^ted-^^ a barcode that is part of the postage 
indicium. 

26. (New) The postage meter according to claim 23, wherein the print resolution 
characteristic includes a horizontal resolution factor and a vertical resolution factor. 

27. (New) The postage meter according to claim 23, wherein the print resolution 
characteristic is selected based on at least one of: (a) a calendar date, (b) a current day 
of the week, (c) a state or province in which the postage meter is located, (d) a postal 
zone in which the postage meter is located, (e) a current value of a register of the 
postage meter, and (f) a random process. 
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